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and dignity, although given occasionally to tempestuous anger,
he had collected around him a band of followers and adherents,
bound to him both by fear and affection. His generosity to the
poor was proverbial, but it was the liberality of a Robin Hood:
his funds for his benefactions and for his retinue, as he himself
was not wealthy, were not infrequently obtained by levies,
reminiscent of blackmail, on wealthy Arabs in southern 'Iraq.
His personal ambitions, not necessarily of an unworthy
character, were undoubtedly strong. To 'Abdul Hamid he had
submitted a comprehensive scheme for the inclusion within the
Empire and under his personal authority, of Al-Hasa of which
he had been Mutasarrif, and of a large portion of central Arabia.
The proposal was not unnaturally rejected at Constantinople.
After the Revolution in 1908, which he, in company with
many other Arabs had hopefully supported, he turned against
the C.U.P. and its programme. He assumed in the name of
Arab Nationalism the leadership, both in the Chamber of
Deputies and in southern 'Iraq, of the opposition to the Turks
in Basra Wilayet. So closely did his efforts on behalf of Arab
separation and his own ambitions seem to coincide, however,
that even now it is debatable whether his actions were primarily
designed to further the Arab cause or to carve out a portion of
the Ottoman domain for himself, as the Shaikh of Kuwait had
already done, and as Ibn Sa'ud was in the process of carrying
out in Al-Hasa. His many enemies, including Shaikh Ajaimi
as-Sa'dun, which his ruthlessness and his energy had made for
him, subscribed to the latter view. They constituted one of the
principal handicaps to the Nationalist Movement as led by
Saiyid Talib, since they would not have acquiesced without a
struggle in any measure of decentralization by which he profited.
These charges of personal ambition were to be recalled and
enmities rekindled in 1920-1 when Saiyid Talib put forward,
with some justification, his claim to the headship of the 'Iraq
state.
Whatever his motives, Saiyid Talib advanced Arab National-
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